
H I G H  S C H O O L  E X I T  E X A M I N A T I O N

1
Standards and Assessment Division April 2000 California Department of Education

HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAMINATION

Questions and Answers for Parents

What is the High School Exit Examination (HSEE)?
State law (Senate Bill 2), passed last spring, authorized
the development of the High School Exit Examination
(HSEE). Students in California public schools will have
to pass this exam to receive a high school diploma,
beginning with the graduating class of 2004.

What is the purpose of the HSEE?
The purpose of the HSEE is to help improve student
achievement in high school. It is also to help ensure that
students who graduate from high school can demonstrate
competency in the content standards for reading, writing
and mathematics, adopted by the State Board of Educa-
tion (SBE).

Who will have to take the HSEE?
Beginning in 2000-2001, students in grade 9 may, but
will not be required to, take the exam.  Beginning in
2001-02, students in grade 10 will have to take the
examination.  Students in the graduating class of 2004
will have to pass all sections of the HSEE to receive a
diploma.

Why will students take the high school exit
examination in grade 10?
Students must have many opportunities to meet the
HSEE requirement for a high school diploma and to
receive appropriate instruction on the standards covered
by the test. Requiring the exam to be taken for the first
time in grade 10 provides the opportunity for students
who are unsuccessful to receive additional instruction
and to retake the exam.

Will students who are not fluent in English have to
take the HSEE?
If a school district determines that a student does not
possess sufficient English language skills to be assessed,
the district may defer the requirement that the student
pass the HSEE for a period of up to 24 calendar months
from enrollment in the California public school system
until the student has completed six months of instruction
in reading, writing, and comprehension in the English
language. English language learners must pass the exit
examination in English to receive a high school diploma.

Will special education students have to take the
HSEE?
Yes.  Special education students cannot receive their
high school graduation diploma without passing the
HSEE. The HSEE may be administered with appropri-
ate accommodations as required in each student’s
Individual Educational Plan (IEP). All special education
students are required to take the HSEE unless the
student’s IEP does not lead to a high school diploma.

What if parents do not want their student tested?
All students will be required to pass the examination to
get a high school diploma from a California public
school.

How and when will parents get their student’s
test results?
Test results must be returned to students within eight
weeks after the test is taken. Specific details about the
reporting process will be provided to students and
parents as soon as it is available.

Will students and parents be able to see the HSEE
before it is administered?
Actual test questions will be seen only by the students
when they take the examination.  This security measure
will ensure that the HSEE is fair for all students.  A test
guide with sample test questions and other information
will be available before the testing days each year.

How can parents help their students do well on the
HSEE?
Prior to testing each year, parents or guardians need to
talk to their students about the HSEE and encourage
them to do their best.  Parents or guardians should:
• make sure class assignments and homework are

completed throughout the year.
• review what students are doing in school.
• make sure that students are in school every day

unless they are ill.
•     review sample test materials provided by the school

with their students before testing begins.
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Will there be a pilot or field test of the test
questions before the HSEE is administered to
students in the spring of 2001?
Yes. Field testing for the HSEE will occur from May 15
through May 24, 2000 and again in the fall of 2000.
The purpose of this field testing is to ensure that the test
questions and test scores are of the highest technical
quality possible and the decisions made using the HSEE
results can be fully supported.

How was the content determined for the high school
exit examination?
The HSEE Panel reviewed the standards in English-
language arts and mathematics and recommended
standards they felt were essential for students to master
for graduation from high school. Additionally, the
Governor addressed the SBE stating that the English-
language arts examination should assess the standards
through grade 10 and include a writing sample. He also
stated that the HSEE should include an assessment of
mathematics through first-year algebra.

What will the reading and writing HSEE field test
cover?
The HSEE field test in reading and writing addresses
SBE-adopted standards through grade 10. The field test
will consist of multiple-choice questions and two
written essays. The reading portion of the test is to cover
vocabulary, informational reading, and literary reading.
This section will include 50% literary texts and 50%
informational texts. The texts will be grade appropriate
and accessible to students in grade 10 who perform at a
basic level.

The writing portion will cover writing strategies,
applications, and conventions. The field test will also
have one written response to literature and one written
response not related to a reading text.

What will the mathematics HSEE field test cover?
The HSEE field test in mathematics addresses the SBE-
adopted standards through algebra I. The mathematics
test will include statistics, data analysis and probability,
number sense, measurement and geometry, mathemati-
cal reasoning, and algebra. High school graduates

should also demonstrate a strong foundation in arith-
metic, including work with decimals, fractions, and
percents. The field test will consist of all multiple-choice
items.

How was it determined that the content of
mathematics through algebra I be tested?
The mathematics standards at grades 8 through 12 are
organized by discipline rather than by grade level.
These standards indicate that all students are expected
to master algebra I, geometry, algebra II, and probability
and statistics by the end of grade 12.  Many schools and
districts are just beginning to implement the standards.
It was recommended that the initial examination
include all of mathematics through algebra I and that
more advanced geometry, algebra II, and probability
and statistics may be added in future years.

When will the HSEE be finalized?
The test content and format of the HSEE must be
adopted by the State Board of Education in October
2000 before the first test is given in spring 2001.

What can students do to prepare for the HSEE?
It will be important that students take classes that
include instruction in state content standards for
English/language arts and math. Students will need to
use their knowledge of the content identified for the
test.

How do parents find out if their students’ school
uses the same or similar standards as the state
content standards?
Parents should ask their student’s teachers or principal if
the school curriculum is aligned to state content
standards in English/language arts and mathematics.
Parents also will want to know how teachers are helping
students achieve these standards.

What if students are absent on testing days?
The HSEE will be given only on the testing or makeup
days designated each year by the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction. Your district and school will notify
parents and students of those dates each year.
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What will happen if students don’t pass the HSEE?
Students will be able to retake the examination until all
the portions are passed, and they will retake only those
portions of the test not previously passed.  Your district
and/or school will provide additional instruction to
assist students who do not pass the test. Summer school
programs, including summer school for seniors who do
not pass the exam, will also be provided.

Additional information about the HSEE is
posted on the California Department of
Education website at http://www.cde.ca.gov/
cilbranch/sca/hsee/hsee.html (Internet).

How will parents and students find out more about
the HSEE?
At the beginning of the 2000–01 school year, parents
and students will be sent detailed information about the
HSEE. More information also will be available at each
student’s school or the district office.


